Fitzroy – Under 11 Gold
Round 12
Fitzroy 4-3-27 defeated by St Marys 10-7-67
Another pleasant Sunday morning provided good conditions for football and our boys started the match determined to match it with their higher ranked opponents. Our endeavour throughout the game was outstanding and for most of the first three quarters we looked capable of scoring an upset win. Unfortunately in the end we were beaten by a team with a different attitude to junior development to our own but our boys can be very proud of their efforts. Particularly pleasing was the way we continually worked hard in the contests and persisted even when injuries started to take a toll. Emile in particular showed great courage to return after having his nose bloodied. If we can eliminate a few decision-making errors moving into attack and sharpen our finishing I'm sure we can match the top sides. 
Next week provides our last chance to show such a team what we're capable of and I'm confident our boys can produce the required effort. 
  
Thanks also to our parent helpers: Michael C, Chris G, George A, Bob P, Andy L, Jayne H, David J, Anne C & Michael C (again - courtesy of Roger M). 
Round 11

Beverly Hills 4-8-32 Defeated by Fitzroy 10-5-65
An early start on a sunny (but fresh) Sunday provided good conditions, although the surface was a bit greasy. After a hesitant start the players found a good rhythm in the second half with good focus on the team goals: to win the ball, work hard for each other and always look straight down the middle for our teammates in the forward line. Some excellent link-up play involving quick chains of passing resulted and, despite Beverley Hills providing stiff opposition, our boys persisted and some great “second efforts” resulted in our lead being maintained through to the final siren. 

Congratulations to captains Frazer and Harry DT.

Thanks also to our parent helpers: David M, Michael H, Jayne H, Michael K, Louise D (ably filling the unfamiliar role of runner), John P & Michael C.
Round 10
Fitzroy 15-15-105 Defeated Surrey Park 2-0-12
A muddy home ground meant that this week's game would require maximum effort to get the desired result and that was exactly what our boys provided. Right from the start we were able to win the contested footy and move it quickly into our forward line where some excellent team play soon had the scoreboard ticking over. The team fully embraced the call to ask themselves “what can I do to help” as every player contributed to a fine win. Surrey Park tried their hardest, especially one boy who came off second best and was forced from the field with a nasty shoulder injury. Another pleasing part of our game was the sustained four quarter effort which saw us still attacking hard right up to the final siren. A game we can all be proud of. 
  
Captains this week were Kieran & Floyd 
  
Special thanks to Riley for agreeing to be rostered off this week. 
  
Thanks to all our parent helpers: David M, Tim W, Helen S, David J, Michael C, Anne T, John B, Bob P, Anne C, Louise D & everyone who helped clean up the clubrooms after the game. 
  
  
Round 9

Fitzroy 2-2-14 Defeated By Kew 14-9-93
A disappointing overall result this week but we should be encouraged by some excellent periods in the match in which we matched if not bettered the top side in the competition. The opening minutes of the match, the third quarter and the first part of the last quarter all saw our boys playing an excellent brand of football. Fierce attack on the ball, strong tackling and fantastic quick movement of the ball put the Kew boys under serious pressure. Our finishing up forward needs more work but for significant periods of the game our endeavour couldn't be faulted. Hopefully after a break over the school holidays we can put together four quarters of this sort of football. 
  
Captains this week were Lucas & Lachlan 
  
Thanks to all our parent helpers: Chris G, Jayne H, Andy L, Lachlan Mc, Bob P, Vanessa J & Gerry R. 
  
Round 8
Fitzroy 16-4-100 defeated Hawthorn Citizens 3-4-22
This week saw our boys finally reap some rewards for their efforts, with a fine team performance against an undermanned Hawthorn. Every player can be satisfied with his contribution as we took control of the match early and played the game right out for the full 60 minutes. Especially pleasing was the quick ball movement through the middle of the ground with plenty of forward entries aimed at the “hot spot” just in front of goal. Some wonderful team play including a couple of outstanding centering passes to teammates in better positions lead to easy goals. Our challenge now is to reproduce that sustained effort and to stick to the game plan this week against top quality opposition. 
  
Captains this week were Daniel & Harvey 
  
Thanks to all our parent helpers: Michael C, Tim W, Jayne H, David J, Michael K, Jeff T, John P, John B (with help from Owie, or is that the other way around?), Anne C & Gianna P. 
 
Round 7
Fitzroy 4-0-24 defeated by Glen Iris 6-10-46
A much more consistent, more sustained, effort this week, with our boys trying hard for the whole match. For long periods in the second and third quarters we had much the better of general play. Unfortunately we again found ourselves working out wide when quick movement through the centre corridor was necessary on the big ground. Our excellent tackling and fierce attack on the ball was often undone by unfortunate skill errors or a lack of composure under pressure. We certainly have a few areas to work on before next week. 
  
Captains this week were Ben Mc & Harrison 
  
Thanks to all our parent helpers: Chris G, Michael K, John B, David M, Jayne H, Lachlan Mc & Jenny T. 
Round 6
Fitzroy 7-3-45 defeated by Ivanhoe 15-10-100
The cliché goes that you learn more from your losses than your wins and this weeks game was a perfect illustration of that theory. In ideal conditions for football our boys put together a quarter of stunning play-on team-oriented football which left Ivanhoe and it's collection of top-drawer talent searching for answers. 
Unfortunately one quarter was all our boys could muster. The rest of the game consisted of occasional patches of good football in between long periods in which we allowed our opponents to dictate terms. An appreciation of the sustained effort required by every member of the team is what our boys have hopefully been left with after a substantial loss. Ivanhoe showed us the commitment to hard running and support for your teammates necessary to produce consistently good football. 
  
Captains this week were Christian and Michael 
  
Thanks to all our parent helpers: Michael C, Tim W, David J, Chris G, Michael H, Anne C, John B, Bob P, Margie McB & Louise D. 
Round 5 

Fitzroy 1-6-12 pts defeated by Banyule 11-3-69 pts

This week provided us with a lesson in the ways in which football can turn last weeks champions into this weeks also-rans. After a wonderful effort against a top-of-the-ladder side in round four perhaps a few of our boys thought all that was necessary against low-ranked Banyule was to run out and watch the goals mount up. Unfortunately we met a very determined and well organised team who quickly took advantage of our apparent lack of focus. Whilst a few of our boys tried extremely hard, too much was left to too few. Banyule showed how to play in windy conditions with direct, quick movement of the ball through the corridor with the breeze and excellent teamwork when working against it. Hopefully a return to our home ground and game against traditional rivals Ivanhoe will provide the opportunity we need to prove our true form. 

Thanks to all our parent helpers: David M, Jayne H, Michael K, Bob P, John B, Lachlan Mc & Simone S. 

Round 4
Fitzroy 7-3-45 pts defeated by Warrandyte 7-4-46 pts
After a start in which we were perhaps fortunate that Warrandyte failed to make full use of the breeze, our boys played a really solid team game which, in the end, they were unlucky not to snatch away from the visitors. 
All the boys attacked the footy with great enthusiasm and followed the team plan by moving it quickly once we took possession. Especially pleasing was the effort made to restrict Warrandyte's play-on game by quickly manning up all their loose players and also minding the mark at all times. 
After conceding the first goal of the last quarter our effort in coming back from a position where we could quite easily have been soundly beaten was outstanding. I think our boys showed that they can truly match any team in the competition when they apply themselves to the task. 
  
Thanks to all our parent helpers: David M, Michael H, Jayne H, Michael K, Michael C, Bob P, Anne C, Louise D, Helen S & David J. 
Round 3

Fitzroy 6-4-40 pts defeated by St Mary's T 11-11-77 pts

A glorious sunny morning provided perfect conditions for football and our boys started the match in equally glorious fashion. With significant contributions from every player Fitzroy won the ball in the contests and moved it quickly into an open forward line. Once there most opportunities were capitalised on and, with strong play also coming from our defense, a good lead was built by half time. The pressure applied to the St.Marys boys when they had the ball was also extremely pleasing and our opponents were sufficiently concerned to send an extra player into defense. Unfortunately our boys were unable to sustain their intensity and St.Marys kicked away to a convincing win. I'm sure we all look forward to our return meeting when we can hopefully capture that first half form for the whole game. 

Despite the final result I hope all the mums had a lovely Mother's day. Thanks also to our parent helpers: Sophie A, Jerry R, Kris E, Lachlan Mc, Jayne H, John B, Bob P and David M. 

Thank-you to Aidan Lambert & Harry Potocnik for being the captains for this round. 

Match Report – Round 2 – 6th May 2007

Beverly Hills – Home
Another sunny Sunday provided perfect conditions for our first home game at Alfred Crescent. After a hesitant start the players found a good rhythm in the second quarter with great focus on the team goals: to win the ball, work hard for each other and always look for our teammates. Some excellent link-up play involving quick chains of passing resulted in four goals in a game –breaking quarter. Beverley Hills provided stiff opposition and always threatened with some fast running play-on football however our boys persisted and some great “second efforts” resulted in our lead being maintained through to the final siren. 

Congratulations to captains Henry and Finn and a special thank you to Oskar for coming down to support the team despite his nasty accident on Saturday. We all hope to see Oskar back on the track soon. Thanks also to our parent helpers: George A, David M, Kim T, Louise D, Roger M, Michael C, Michael K, David J, Bob P & Anne C.
Final Scores:  

	Fitzroy 
	7-9-51
	Def
	Beverley Hills
	4-5-29


Match Report – Round 1 – 29th April 2007
Balwyn – Away
Melbourne’s amazing run of dry weather came to an end on Friday night but the rain held off just long enough on Sunday for 24 excited young footballers to finally kick off the 2007 season. Having had a limited preparation (including not having seen a goalpost at training yet) lead to some concern amongst the team officials but the boys put all those doubts to rest.
The game itself went spectacularly well as the new combination clicked perfectly into a groove, with slick teamwork, fine support play and strong tackling never letting up on the opposing Balwyn players. Despite a tight opening few minutes where both sides seemed evenly matched, our boys soon found ways to work the ball forward and put a couple of goals on the board. Three second quarter goals ended the game as a contest and we went on to extend the lead at every change. Balwyn made a valiant effort in the third quarter and enjoyed a period in which they played some good run-on football but our boys steadied and finished the game off in fine style. All the boys are to be congratulated on a fine team effort in which quick ball movement and some excellent teamwork were on show. 
The Balwyn team should be proud of their effort in fighting the game out to the end even when the result was well and truly decided. 
A special mention should be made of Lachlan Grace who has unfortunately broken a bone in his ankle on the eve of the season and will be unavailable for about six weeks. I’m sure everyone joins me in wishing Lachlan a quick recovery and we look forward to having him back in the team soon.
Final Scores:  
	Fitzroy 
	12-11-83
	Def
	Preston
	1-0-6


Captains: Emile & Jesse
Special thanks to all the parents who filled important roles this week: Jenny T, David M, Bob P, John B, Kevin D, Tim W & Lachlan Mc.
