Under 11 Fitzroy Gold 




Parent's Match Report 
Round 12

Parent's Match Report 

A great Sunday afternoon for the penultimate home-and-away round with sunny conditions and a light northerly breeze. Up against one of the top teams the boys tried hard all day, but in the final analysis St Mary's were too strong, running out 40-point winners. 
  
The first quarter saw some tough, competitive footy with both teams scoring three goals. Our first major came after Aiden found Daniel wide on the half forward flank with a pinpoint pass. Daniel played-on, centering the ball to Adam who marked and slotted the goal from 15 m out and directly in front. Soon after Riley was able to gather at centre-half forward after Ben C and Aiden had combined nicely to move the ball forward. Riley's pass found Lachlan 10 m out and he put through our second for the quarter. The ever-lurking goal sneak Ben Mc scored our third, emerging from a scramble to snap truly from the forward pocket. A point to Daniel gave Fitzroy a one –point lead at quarter-time. Harrison and Ben C played well across the centre with Finn and Max leading a strong defence. 
  
Kicking with aid of the breeze, St Mary's were able to break away during the second quarter and went into the long break with a 13-point lead. Our only goal for the quarter came after Riley passed the ball to Ben C, his handball found Adam who directed an accurate pass to James. James marked strongly at the top of the goal square and had no problems kicking the goal. There were other good opportunities care of Lucas and Adam but unfortunately we were unable to score again. Frazer, Max and Henry played well across half-back, Harrison, Emile, Daniel and Ben C all did well at the centre bounces and Kieran and Michael tried hard up forward. 
  
The third quarter was again tightly contested and while we managed to restrict St Mary's to a single goal and 4 behinds, we in turn managed just a point. The highlight of the quarter was a spectacular leap by Emile that drew gasps from spectators supporting both sides. Unfortunately he missed the mark and, following the “what goes up must come down” rule left the ground immediately with blood flowing freely from his nose. Harry P also left the ground during the quarter with a dodgy knee. The quarter saw strong efforts by Anthony and Aiden across the centre of the ground, and Harvey on the wing. 
  
The final quarter saw St Mary's extend their lead to end the match with a 40-point margin. Emile came back onto the ground and collected a number of strong possessions on the Brunswick St wing. Harrison, Daniel and Aiden all continued to compete strongly at the centre bounces but St Mary's were a little to good on the day. 
  
Round 11

No report

Round 10

All looked good for the Roys when James Aslanis kicked a goal off the ground in the game’s first minute. When Surrey Park matched the goal and kicked a second to go into the lead in the next two minutes, it looked like we had a game on our hands.

But, as the scoreboard showed for the rest of the game, it was all Fitzroy from then on, with the boys finishing the game 15 15 105 to Surrey Park’s 2 0 12.

And like most of the U11 Gold’s other wins this season, it was an all-in team effort, with players performing well at every part of the very muddy ground.

Harrison, Oskar and Adam dominated the ruck and showed up wherever they played, all either having shots or kicking goals. Aiden got every tap out from the centre bounce to our forward line and, while, only kicking one goal, he was the vital ingredient in most of the goals scored.

Christian Sella, Ben C, Harvey were all steadfast in defence, rarely letting Surrey Park’s forward advances past the centre square, while Finn, Ben M, Harry D-T, Floyd, Henry, Frazer, Emile, Lucas, Anthony, Daniel, Floyd, Harry P all moved the ball forward and made the most of the ball each time it hit our forward line. 

Goals were scored by Adam (2), Daniel (2), Henry (2), Aiden, Ben Mc, Kieran, Lucas, James, Harry P, Harry D-T, Henry, Oskar.

Round 9

Cold, overcast, windy, with rain threatening and up against top-of-the-ladder Kew – it was always going to be a tough day! And that's how things went for at least the first half of the match. Kew dominated proceedings and at the half-time interval led by 52 points. Adam had tried his best in the ruck and was well supported by Christian, Aiden, Riley, Henry and Lucas and, if not for the efforts of James, Harry P, Harry DT, Max and Frazer down back things could have been a lot worse! 
  
The half-time break saw the coach pleading for a better effort and the boys certainly delivered in the third quarter. The back-line, again led by Harry DT with solid support from Aiden and others restricted the strong Kew forward set-up to just a single goal. With Harrison rucking well around the ground and Lachlan, Ben M and Michael combining well on a number of occasions the forwards were given more opportunity. Time-and-again we moved the ball forward and after some great play from Ben M, Christian and Lachlan, Daniel gathered the ball and scored our first goal for the match. There was no further scoring for the quarter and, going into the final break, Kew's lead was still 52 points. 
  
Our increased endeavour appeared as if it might continue to frustrate Kew early on in the final quarter. We had a point on the board very early on after Oskar, Emile, Daniel and Anthony put together a string of good passes. Soon after Riley snapped for goal only to be denied by a Kew mark on the last line. Fortunately, the return kick was marked by Michael who slotted the first goal for the quarter. From that point on however it was all Kew, and despite the best efforts of our back-line, when the siren sounded, Kew's winning margin had been extended to 78 points. 
Round 8

It was back to fine form for the U11 Gold Royboys this week – so much so it turned into a goal feast. And as Dick said to the boys after, each player helped to play a part in the final score of Fitzroy 16.4 100 to Hawthorn Citizens 3 4 22. 
  
And the game will always be remembered for being the day Harvey kicked the first goal in his 24 game career! Well done to the boys for carrying him off at the end of the game. 
  
Of Fitzroy's 16 major scores, 4 were contributed by Aiden (3 in the first quarter), 3 by Adam, 2 each by Harrison, Harry D-T and Finn and singles by Oskar, Harvey and Ben C. 
  
Players who contributed in moving the ball forward quickly and effectively included Anthony, Daniel, Lachie, Frazer, Riley and Harry P, while Emile, Ben Mc, Jesse and Michael all played their part in keeping the opposing team to just 3 goals. Although keeping warm was probably more of a challenge for these boys as it wasn't often that the ball was allowed travel into Hawthorn Citizen's attacking 50. 
  
Well done to all the boys for a fabulous effort.
Round 7

A cloudy morning but not as cold as expected as the boys played away against Glen Iris. In a closely contested encounter Glen Iris proved to be the better team on the day and ran out 22-point winners. 

  

With Adam, Lachlan, Harvey and Emile contesting the centre bounce the first quarter got under way with Fitzroy kicking into a slight breeze. Glen Iris were able to push forward quickly and score the first goal and would have kicked another couple if not for the efforts of Oskar (with a ‘k') and Aiden across half back, and Riley at full back. With Harrison playing well at half forward Harvey was able to gather and pass forward to Max who marked and passed to Jesse. Although Jesse's shot at goal fell short, Adam was able to gather the ball and score Fitzroy's first goal from close range. The remainder of the quarter saw the back line under pressure with Ben Mc and Riley both saving goals on the last line. Glen Iris posted a further goal and 5 behinds to finish the quarter with an 11-point lead. 

  

Glen Iris were quickly on the attack in the second quarter and soon had a fifth goal on the board, despite 3 strong marks by Riley in the space of a few minutes at full back and some determined defence from Finn, Lachlan, Lucas, Kieran and Daniel. With Adam doing well in the ruck contests the ball was moved into our forward line where Emile took a strong mark - his kick forward was marked by Kieran who passed quickly on to Daniel. Daniel's centring kick went to ground and after a short tussle James emerged with a free and was able to post our first goal for the quarter from 10m out. With some excellent rebound footy from Oskar, Ben K, and Henry across half-back, Emile was able to gather in the centre and move the ball quickly forward to where Harry DT was awarded a free. After a scramble at ground level his kick was gathered by Daniel who posted our second major for the quarter from 20m out. A lapse in concentration just before the half time siren saw Glen Iris sneak in 2 quick goals and they went into the long break with an 18-point lead. 

  

With the wind picking up and the temperature dropping, the third quarter was a dour struggle. Our back-line (Floyd, Lucas, Oskar, Harrison, Ben K and others) held firm, restricting Glen Iris to just a single behind. With the two Harry's (P and DT) doing well across the centre our forwards were provided with a number of opportunities. The only goal scored for the quarter came after Ben C moved the ball forward to Max and then Harrison, who passed accurately to Henry. Henry's kick forward fell short but was marked by Aiden in the goal square – he kicked a simple goal from just 5m out and directly in front. Frazer and Anthony played well across half-forward and Lachlan Grace played an outstanding quarter picking up possessions all over the ground. When the siren sounded to end the quarter Glen Iris' lead had been reduced to just 13 points. 

  

The final quarter saw the boys put in a huge effort but, ultimately, all to no avail. With some strong defensive work for Glen Iris we were unable to add to our total, while Glen Iris scored a further 1 goal, 3 behinds to run out 22 point winners. Riley, Floyd, Finn and Michael were strong across half-back and Harry P played his heart out in the ruck. Lachlan Grace again put in a very strong effort around the ground as did Aiden, Emile and Harvey. 

  

Round 6

Sunshine welcomed the players as they arrived at the picturesque Alfred Cres. ground for the game against arch rivals Ivanhoe. Dick gave the team a rousing pre-match address before they took to the ground for the opening bounce. Within minutes of the start of the game Floyd marked strongly and converted from 10 metres out. The players celebrated and the parents had enormous smiles on their faces and were all starting to talk optimistically about the outcome of the game. Then a tall Ivanhoe player in the number 30 jumper began to influence the play, and for the rest of the quarter the game was played in the Ivanhoe forward line, except for the four occasions when the ball was returned to the centre following an Ivanhoe goal.

Following a reassuring quarter time address the team opened the second quarter in much the same fashion as the first. Good play by Aiden, Oscar, Ben C ended in a fine mark to Emile, who passed to Riley who moved the ball on quickly to Ben Mc for a goal. What a wonderful start to the quarter. Could this be the start of a fantastic comeback? .... Unfortunately Ivanhoe had a different idea and returned to their dominating style of play similar to the first quarter. Ivanhoe went to the half time break with a seven goals break after dominating most of the play in the first half.

The third quarter commenced in exactly the same fashion as the first two, with Aiden scoring a goal within a minute of the bounce. Ivanhoe quickly answered and everyone in the crowd thought that this quarter was going to be a duplicate of the first two. But the Roy Boys had other ideas, inspired by a fantastic burst of play by Aiden. Everyone was lifting all over the ground and the boys were tackling strongly and Ivanhoe suddenly began to make some mistakes. Goals to Riley, Aiden and Ben Mc (2 goals) meant that the team had reduced Ivanhoe's lead to just over four goals at the three quarter time break.

Spirits were high as the players dispersed for the commencement of the last quarter. Could this be a comeback to rival the Carlton comeback in the 1970 Grand Final? This question was quickly answered when Ivanhoe kicked the first goal of the last quarter within seconds of the start. This was their first of four goals for the final term, as the game returned to the style of the first half with Ivanhoe dominating all the ground. To Fitzroy's players credit they kept persevering and this lead to Ben C kicking the team's only goal of the quarter. The players left the ground with their heads low but their spirits were quickly lifted as they headed off to the canteen at Peterson's Oval. 

Round 5

While most of the boys would probably rather forget today's game, maybe Dick would like them to hold onto the experience of having to try and adapt to hard conditions against a team familiar with its own, huge, dusty and windy ground! 

After playing so well against the two top sides in previous weeks, a lot of the boys were pretty confident before the game that they were on the way to the winning list against a lower team. 

And in the first quarter when most of the game was in our attacking half, the team did a good job of feeding the ball to each other and keeping it at our scoring end. Unfortunately, the boys failed to make every post a winner and by quarter time, had kicked 1 goal, 4 points to Banyule's goal right before the siren.

Emile, Ben Mc, Floyd, Henry and Jesse had all made their presence felt, with Aiden looking particularly impressive goaling after a nice tap by Lachlan .

After not really figuring in the play in the first quarter, the Banyule Bears came out firing early in the second term – and pretty much dominated for the rest of the game, kicking 5 goals in the second quarter and another 5 in the second half, despite solid resistance throughout by Ben C, Daniel, Jesse and Anthony. 

Unfortunately our boys remained goal-less for the remainder of the game, scoring only another 2 points. While Harry P, Harrison, Harry D-T, Daniel, Adam, Riley, Christian, Harvey, Finn and Lucas battled on throughout the game, Banyule continued to mark strongly, find team mates to kick to and run hard at the ball and out of packs. 

Round 4

Our Round 4 match against Warrandyte commenced in overcast conditions, with a cold northwesterly breeze favouring the city end of the Alfred Cres. oval. Kicking with the breeze Warrandyte failed to capitalize, managing just 1 goal and 2 behinds for the quarter. The Fitzroy defence led by Adam, with the able assistance of Harry P, Finn, Harvey, Floyd and Henry was outstanding, denying Warrandyte on numerous occasions. Despite some good work across the centre from Oscar, Harry DT, Emile and Christian and up forward by Frazer, Jesse, Ben Mac and Anthony P we had posted only a single behind when the siren signalled quarter-time. 
The second quarter was even more tightly contested, with Fitzroy and Warrandyte each kicking 2 goals, to see Warrandyte maintain their slender 7 point advantage going into the long break. Fitzroy's first major for the match came after Aiden kicked long to Lachlan on the forward flank - Aiden followed-up and after a struggle at ground level emerged from the pack to snap a great goal from the boundary line. Our second major followed soon after when, after earning a free kick, Christian kicked long to half forward. Riley, tough as ever at ground level, was able to gather the ball and get it quickly onto his boot for a great goal. Adam again led the way in defence taking a number of strong overhead marks, and Emile and Kieran were able to lay a number of strong tackles across the centre. 

  

Kicking with the breeze again in the third quarter, Warrandyte were able to apply some real pressure and within a short space of time had stretched their lead to 22 points. Time and again the visitors pressed forward only to be thwarted by some desperate Fitzroy defence. Max took a couple of great grabs and Adam, Harry P, Ben C, Emile, Riley, Kieran and James were all tenacious across half-back and through the centre. Just when it looked like Warrandyte might go even further ahead Harry, Ben C, Emile and Ben Mac combined to move the ball into our forward line where Daniel was able to take a strong mark. His long kick forward was marked in the middle of a large pack by Oscar, who went back and slotted Fitzroy's third major. When the siren sounded for three-quarter time Warrandyte's lead had been restricted to just 14 points! 

  

Despite the aid of the breeze in the final quarter few could have predicted what was about to unfold, particularly after Warrandyte scored a sixth goal within just a few minutes of play starting. Refusing to give up, the Fitzroy boys mounted a spirited comeback. Lucas, after receiving a free at half-back passed to Aiden who passed onto Riley and he in turn kicked the ball accurately to Ben C. Ben played on, had a couple of bounces and snapped a great goal from the Alfred Cres side boundary. Soon after, the blood rule saw Oscar leave the field and Warrandyte score a second goal for the quarter. Fitzroy were then able to score three quick goals in succession, to reduce the margin to a single point. A kick from Lucas at half-back found Ben C who kicked to the wing, where Daniel was awarded a free kick. From there the ball ended up with Harry DT (via Christian, Ben C and Aiden) and he kicked our second major for the quarter. Christian kicked the next goal after Adam combined with Daniel and Riley to move the ball forward from a boundary throw-in, and kicked another after emerging with the ball from some untidy pack play about 10 m out from our goal line. Harrison, who had put in a huge last quarter effort had a chance from long range - his point was the final score of the match and, when the siren sounded, Warrandyte had won by the smallest of margins. 

Round 3
It's a well worn cliché, but this really was a game of two halves! 
Our boys left St Mary's in their wake in the first half as they quickly and consistently moved the ball to waiting forwards and defended well on the few occasions when St Mary's managed to move the ball forward. 

Floyd and Aiden contributed two goals and marks and good play by Ben Mc, James, Michael and Kieran in the backline kept the score to 2.1.13 to 1.1.7 at quarter time. And while St Mary's got the first goal early in the second quarter, Fitzroy kept the pressure on them from the centre bounce and soon a beautiful passage that began with Harry P and moved uninterrupted through Emile, Riley, Max and Aiden culminated in a six-pointer in the goal square by Oskar. 

With players offering each other lots of verbal support, Harry P tapped the ball to Riley who moved it quickly to Aiden who scored his second for the game. Throughout the two quarters, Harrison, Frazer, Jesse, Henry and Ben C all did their bit to keep the ball moving quickly and effectively. 

After a solid mark in the opposition goal square, Ben Mc moved the ball to Emile. Good pressure by players in the middle such as Daniel, Christian and Harvey kept the ball in our attacking half long enough for an opportunity to be created for Aiden to kick another goal. At half time, the Roys were leading 5.4. 34 to 3.1.19. 

Despite one parent describing Dick's half time address as “his best ever”, the St Mary's boys were obviously told by their coach (politely, we're sure) that they needed to smarten up in the second half. And they did. 
Our boys kept up the pressure in the backline as well as they could as their legs tired and their spirits drooped and Harry P battled on gamely in the ruck against a much bigger player. Finn rushed through a point in his never-say-die fashion and Adam showed his ability in the ruck and in moving the ball forward. At ¾ time, St Mary's had moved ahead 7.7.49 to 5.4.34. 

Anthony Perri did some very good work early in the last quarter and then took a courageous mark to show that the Roys weren't going to stop exerting pressure. And in the dying seconds of the game, Ben C marked truly and – in a display of fine teamwork - then passed to Harry P for the Roys last hurrah. Final Score: 11.11.77 to 6.4.40.
Round 2 

Fitzroy Gold             7. 9. 51 def  Beverley Hills             4. 5. 29 

First home game for the season and great conditions for football - occasional sunshine, a mild temperature and a slight breeze coming from the city end of the Alfred Crescent oval.  Kicking with the breeze in what turned out to be a low scoring first quarter, Fitzroy struggled against a competitive Beverley Hills line-up.  Some strong defensive work from Christian, Anthony, Finn, Harry DT and others restricted the visitors to just three points.  Harrison kicked Fitzroy’s two points for the quarter – the first after some good work up field by Emile and Lucas and the second after the siren following a nice pass into the forward pocket by Harry P.   

Fitzroy were first to get a score on the board in the second quarter with a point to Aiden after a nice passage of play involving Emile, Harrison, and Jesse.  Beverley Hills were quick to bounce back and after a fast transition out of defence were able to score the first goal of the match and move to a 6 point lead.   From this point on however, it was all Fitzroy.  With great play across the mid-field from Emile, Jesse, Aiden, Ben Mac and Harvey our forwards were given plenty of opportunity and, after two further points, 4 goals were scored in quick succession by Finn, Riley (after a great hand pass from Harry P) Floyd and Ben Mac. Great work in defence by Christian, Henry, Frazer, Adam and Kieran prevented any further Beverley Hills score.   

The third quarter began where the second had left off and within a few minutes Aiden had been able to add a point and a goal to the Fitzroy tally.  After a point to Harry P   the Beverley Hills kick-in was gathered by Emile and kicked forward into a congested goal square.  After a ball-up Daniel was able to gather and snap a great goal despite a Beverley Hills player crashing into the post after a desperate effort to smother.  For the remainder of the quarter scoring opportunities were limited with both teams adding only a point each.  Henry and Ben Mac were playing well in defence and Aiden and Harry DT were getting plenty of the ball across the midfield. 

Starting the final quarter with a 33 point lead it appeared likely that Fitzroy would run away with the match, but to Beverley Hills’ credit they came out and played with renewed endeavour.  Fitzroy were first to score with a point to Floyd after some good play involving Harvey and Lucas.  Beverley Hills were then able to add a further goal and a point to their score and without the efforts of Ben C, Christian, James and Michael in particular, may well have added a few more.  Fitzroy scored one further goal after Riley passed to Daniel who moved the ball onto Emile and then onto Max via Harrison.  Max’s shot at goal was marked on the line by Harrison, who was able to go back and kick the easiest of goals.  Beverley Hills kicked two further goals for the match and when the final siren sounded Fitzroy had won by 22 points. 

  

Round 1 Vs Balwyn

A taste of winter greeted the team as we arrived at Balwyn Park for the first official match of the season. There was excitement in the air as the players gathered in the rooms for their pre-match warm-up and address by Dick. While the team prepared to run out onto the field, the parents congregated in groups, discussing the outlook for the new season ahead.

Emile and Jesse lead the team out onto the field, as the sun broke through the cloud cover. The siren sounded to announce the commencement of season 2007 and the game was quickly underway. After an initial attacking move by Balwyn, the Roy boys combined brilliantly to move the ball quickly into attack and score the first goal of the season by Ben C.  Good solid play by Emile in the backline and Riley, Harry DT, Jesse and Harrison working hard around the ground, resulted in a second goal for the quarter when Oskar snapped truly. 

The second quarter saw Harry P move into the ruck, and the continuation of the team plan, with Christian, Daniel, and Oskar combining brilliantly, which resulted in Anthony kicking a goal. Good play by Aiden, Floyd, Harrison, Daniel, the Harry’s and Henry ended with Lucas having a set shot at goals that narrowly missed. Kieran twice combined with Ben M for goals, with the siren for half time sounding shortly after. 
Good play by Max, Adam and Riley resulted in two minor scores to open the third quarter. Lucas to Anthony to Michael resulted in a goal to Adam. A very good passage of play from Balwyn saw them post their first and only major for the game. A good strong mark by James and some strong shepherding from Adam saw Ben C post another major, which was quickly followed up with a goal to Aiden and another one to Ben C to finish the quarter.
The last quarter commenced with some strong attacking moves that resulted only in behinds. Great tackling and strong play all over the field resulted in a good mark by Aiden, who passed to Daniel for a goal. Emile, Finn and Michael continued their great play in defence and Daniel kicked his second goal for the quarter after receiving a free kick.  Ben C brilliant forward play continued which resulted in him kicking his fourth goal of the game. Aiden almost took a brilliant mark, but unfortunately it was the boot of an opposition player, rather than the footy. 
Footy’s back- Go Roys!
