Fitzroy V St Marys

Fitzroy have defeated St Mary’s by four points in a nail-biter at the Brunswick Street Oval. 

The opening quarter was frenetic with Zac, Sam, and Nathan Filieri dominant, giving us first use of the ball on many occasions. Dieter, Jake and Ben Rickard covered their opponents and provided effective attack from the last line of defence.  

In the second quarter, Fitzroy went strangely missing. Nick McMahon and Nathan Ligris collected numerous possessions and helped keep the scoreboard respectable. Boris, Trevor and Ben McGregor picked up useful possessions on the wings and Willo’s enthusiasm couldn’t be faulted. However, Fitzroy’s poor disposal and lack of team focus saw heads drop and voices quieten. 

Momentum changed early in the second half, though, as the whole side lifted in a rousing performance. Rodger stormed into the game, Joseph crashed his way through packs, Tom showed the value of one grab football and Dean imposed himself on the game, kicking wonderful long-range goals.  

Peter rode his nerves, playing an outstanding role in stopping his opponent and giving effective rebound in defence and David Herbert was outstanding in an unsung performance on a very dangerous opponent,.

Dom took a courageous pack mark under pressure and with Dylan leading the way at centre half forward we looked very dangerous. John was back to his damaging best while Patrick impressed with committed chasing, tackling and intelligent leading. 

St Mary’s, to their credit, were tough. They never seemed really out of the contest. When we scooted out to a three-goal lead, they pegged us back. When we thought Laurie had brought home victory with a towering mark and goal deep in the final term, they quickly replied. 

Alas, we were too strong on the day and deserved the narrow victory. With three wins from the past four games, the Roys appear to be settling into a potent rhythm.

