Fitzroy 8-4-52pts  Versus Ivanhoe 20-10- 130pts   Round One
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The great poet Robert Burns thought the best laid plans of mice and men often go awry. He must have had an eye on Fitzroy’s 2009 opening game against Ivanhoe. Within 10 minutes of the opening bounce we were shuffling magnets all around the board to get our match-ups right.

Immediately it was obvious our defence was going to need to be as hard working as possible. Jake and Dieter battled away, providing superb cover in the last line of defence. Trevor and John held their opponents beautifully too. A rampant opposition was making life particularly difficult, however and the ball was trapped at the wrong end of the ground for long periods of time. 
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With Patrick starved of opportunities at full forward, he was switched to full back where he made an immediate impact, keeping a dangerous opponent quiet (he was equally impressive when moved to the midfield late in the game). With Ben Rickard holding his opponent tightly all day and Roger providing typical grunt at centre half back, we did well to restrict our opponents.

By the end of the first half Nathan Filieri (three goals) had stamped his authority on the centre half forward position. He timed his leads to perfection and gave terrific contests whenever he went near the ball. His understanding with full forward, Dean (four goals in a brilliant performance up front) was a stand out all day. Wasn’t it great to see him rewarded with the medal for most important Fitzroy player by the Ivanhoe team at the end of the game? 
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One of the main highlights of the day was seeing Dylan Vella-Horne’s tireless, valiant effort on his sensational opponent. With Nick McMahon providing effective respite, Sam Gritzalis’ bustling energetically, Nick Gibbons a clear winner in the middle and ruckmen Laurie and Dom providing plenty of opportunities around the stoppages, our midfield could hold their heads high at the end of the day.

In the second half, our forward line was very effective relative to its opportunities. Willo kicked the best goal of his career, an athletic agile snap across the body that gave the team a real lift. Tom’s second efforts were crucial and set the tone while Zac and Calum dished off opportunities for teammates. It was just fantastic to see Ben McGregor, Peter and Boris make their collective footballing debut and enthusiastically get amongst the play. They’ll get more game time as the season rolls on.
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Despite a heavy loss, there were plenty of positives today. We need to be realistic about what we hope to achieve. A superior opponent beat us but it is very clear we have a great deal of promise amongst the group. We’ll follow the relatively new footballing cliché and look to our processes to manage improvement. We’ll be aiming to improve individually and as a team in 2009. If we can achieve these modest goals, there is no doubt there will be success on the scoreboard too. 
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